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MINUTES OF THE  MEETING OF TUPTON PARISH COUNCIL 

 Held on Wednesday 11th March 2020 
 

P R E S E N T  

 
Councillor D Hancock (in the Chair)  
 
Councillors N Dart, , J Hancock, C Ramshaw, Collendine, S Peters, R Shipman, K Windley 
and P Windley  
 
Sixteen members of the public and the Parish Clerk 
 
Members held a minute’s silence in memory of Arthur Greaves, a former member of the parish 
council, who had sadly recently passed away. 
 
Reference was made to the current pandemic crisis. As far as was known there had been no 
cases reported in the parish but the Chair asked that everyone be as supportive as possible in 
helping the vulnerable and those in self isolation. 
 
The Chair reported that the Clerk had received very late notification that Northwood had pulled 
out of attending the meeting. Following discussion it was agreed that a letter be sent to the 
Chairman/CEO of Northwood, with copies to Adrian Kirkham, Councillor Barry Lewis, Charlotte 
Cupit, Councillor Martin Thacker and Lee Rowley MP, expressing both the Council’s and the 
public’s disappointment that representatives had now failed to attend two meetings of the parish 
council, the inadequate responses to growing concerns over a number of issues arising from this 
development, and the apparent lack of ownership by the company for the problems being 
experienced.  
 
MATTERS RAISED IN PUBLIC PARTICIPATION  
 

Members of the public raised a number of issues relating to the Ankerbold Road 
development, 
- Traffic was not adhering to the traffic management plan 
- Signs had still not been erected giving details of contacts for the site 
- Council tax payers were demanding a meeting 
- There were concerns that they were not doing as they should. There were planning 

obligations that they were required to adhere to. It was accepted that the layout had not 
yet gone to committee. 

- They did not appear to be managing the topography of the land 
- It was suggested that the level of flooding on Ankerbold Road had never been seen 

before, and that, following works on the site, a torrent of water had been directed on to 
neighbouring properties. Many properties had been affected which had not suffered in 
previous exceptional weather 
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- A great many trees had been felled at the front of the development which exacerbated 
the issue of flooding 

- Earth embankments had made channels funneling water in to neighbouring properties. 
- Church View Drive, which backed on to the field, had never previously experienced 

flooding until last November following site works  
- There had been some promises that they would dig trenches to alleviate the flooding but 

it wasn’t clear whether this had been done 
- It was understood that electricity had been laid and questions wereraised as to whether 

the drainage system would now be installed. 
- There was concern that they were not complying with the Quality Assurance and 

Environmental policies on their website. 
- It was accepted that it was inevitable that the development would cause disruption to the 

area, which made it more essential that the company work with local people to minimize 
and mitigate that disruption.  

  
364/2019 Apologies for Absence 
 
Apologies for absence were received from Councillors J Ahern and C Goodyer 
 
365/2019 Declaration of Interests and requests for Dispensations 
 
There were no declarations of interest 
 
366/2019 Minutes 
 
RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting held on 12th February 2020 be confirmed as a 
correct record and signed by the Chair  
 
367/2019 Urgent Items 
The Chair reported that the Parish Council had previously approved Extreme Wheels for 
2020/2021 and it was agreed that they be engaged for sessions during the six weeks holidays, 
spring bank holiday and October half term. 

 
It was Proposed by Councillor Ramshaw, Seconded by Councillor Windley and Resolved that a 
letter of authorisation be sent to Nat West bank giving authority to the Clerk to deal with the 
closure of the account on behalf of Tupton Parish Council 
 
368/2019  To determine which items, if any, from the agenda should be taken with 
the public and Press excluded. 
 
It was Proposed Seconded and Resolved that Item 14 on the agenda be moved to 
confidential 
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369/2019 To consider any items raised by Members 
Bus Shelter Queen Victoria Road – Councillor S Peters asked about progress on repair to 
the bus shelter. The Clerk advised that the contractors had ordered the required parts and that 
the work should be completed within the next fourteen days 
Ramp at Pharmacy – Councillor N Dart reported that a mobile ramp was now available at the 
pharmacy. They had been very responsive and had managed to overcome initial problems.  
Children’s Activties – Councillor Shipman proposed that a vote of thanks be sent to the Rugby 
Club and Kerry Yates for the children’s activities provided during the school holidays which had 
been extremely well received. It was agreed that a letter of thanks be sent. 
Community Awards – Councillor D Hancock proposed that Tupton Parish Council consider 
sponsoring a Community Awards Event to recognise those who have made an exceptional 
contribution to benefit the community. This could be undertaken with S137 funding.  He further 
proposed that the management of the process be undertaken outside of the parish council by 
an Awards Committee, and that this could be taken over by the already established 
arrangements in place, led by Gill Watters,  for managing the VE Day celebrations, once those 
events had concluded. Councillor Hancock also requested that he would like to stand as the 
Parish Council’s representative on the Awards Committee. It was agreed that the proposal be 
accepted and that the arrangements be put in place. 
Land adjacent to Tupton Moor Close – Councillor Shipman reported that he had made initial 
contact with NEDDC relating to this land, about the possibility of the Parish Council taking on 
the land for an orchard,  to which he had received a positive response. It was Proposed by 
Councillor Shipman, Seconded by Councillor Hancock and Resolved  that the Clerk investigate 
the possibility of a lease of the land from NEDDC. The intention would be that it would be looked 
after by the community  
 
370/2019  Report of the Clerk 
  
(a) Action Plan -The Clerk circulated a copy of the Action Plan to all members and 
explained the current status of each of the actions 
 
(b) Letter from Reverend Hayler -The Clerk reported that the new pastor for the parish 
had been in contact expressing her wish to work with the parish council and keep informed of 
their work. 
 
(c) Street Naming at Ankerbold Road -The Clerk had been notified that, as the 
developer and the Parish Council had been unable to reach agreement, the matter had been 
passed to a director for consideration 
 
(d) The Avenue Country Park – The Clerk circulated information to embers about the 
recently opened Avenue Country Park 
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(e) DALC Newsletter – The Clerk advised receipt of the latest Newsletter from DALC 
which was available to members 
 
 
371/2019  Report from representatives on Outside Bodies and Working Parties 
 
VE Day Celebration Preparations 
It was reported that everyone booked for the celebrations had now confirmed. The publicity 
drive would be started once the newsletter was published. There had been a successful walk 
around the parish in vintage gear, promoting the events. Thanks were expressed to Councillor 
Nadine Dart who had done a sponsored head shave and had so far raised £500. Year 8at 
Tupton Hall had taken an interest in the event as they were studying World War 11 and the 
Tupton bombing. 
 
Carnival and VJ Day 
It was reported that the organisation for the carnival was progressing smoothly as were the 
arrangements for VJ Day which had taken off really well as no one else I the area appeared 
to be doing anything. 
 
Community Magazine 
No further updates at present. 
 
372/2019 Finance  
. 
Summary of Accounts 
 
RESOLVED that the Summary of accounts be countersigned by a member of the Council. 
 
Spend Against Budget 
 
RESOLVED – That the report be received 
 
Accounts for Payment 
 
RESOLVED that the following accounts be approved for payment:- 
 

Salaries February £2050.88 

HMRC PAYE & NI £210.28 

Aurora’s Carnival VE Day entertainment £300.00 

Traditional Fairgrounds Swingboats VE Day £617.00 

AML Midlands Ltd Office licence and Acast 
Security 

£27.06 

NEDDC  Rent flower bed QV Road £1.00 
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Eon Electricity CCTV £32.32 

E2 Commune Website Hosting £435.00 

Flagpole Express Union Jack Flag £45.64 

Personnel solutions Personnel support £120.00 

 
 
373/2019 S137 Grant Applications 
 
There were two applications for grant 

Applicant Reason Cost of 
Scheme 

Amount 
Requested 

Decision 

Primary Colours 
Dance Group 

Support Grant for 
costumes for children 
performing at VEDay 

£472.50 £472.50 Proposed, Seconded 
and Resolved that a 
grant of £472.50 be 
made 

The Heights 
Care Home 

Afternoon Tea and 
Summer Fayre – to 
promote awareness of 
the home in the 
community 

Not 
specified 

£500 Defer to obtain advice 
from auditor prior to 
requesting full 
application 

 

374/2019 Birkin Avenue Project 
 
The Clerk reported that she was requesting further quotes from contractors in line with the 
design chosen and that initial enquiries had been made in relation to grant aid available. She 
was also in contact with NEDDC in relation to the S106 monies. NEDDC had also offered 
support in approaching other contactors which the Clerk was following up. 

375/2019 Youth Club Project 
 
As insufficient members had been available to attend, the proposed Working Group meeting 
prior to this Parish Council meeting, had been postponed. 
 
376/2019  Street Cleaning/Footpaths/Grounds Maintenance 

 

The Clerk reported that she was awaiting quotes from 2 contractors for grounds maintenance 
works at Birkin Avenue and Ford Street. The arrangement for increased hours for the 
Community Support Worker appeared to be working well and it was agreed that an item be 
placed on the next agenda to consider the establishment of 20 hours for this post. 
  
377/2019  Planning  
 
RESOLVED that no comments be raised on the planning applications that have been 
received. 
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378/2019  Publicity Items 
 
The following items were agreed for publicity 
V E Day 
Councillor Dart’s sponsored head shave 
Thanks to Rugby Club and Kerry Yates for Children’s activities 
Community Awards 
Extreme Wheels 
Tupton Moor Close 
Carnival – 18th July 
VJ Day – 15th August 
 
 
The next Parish Council meeting will be at 7:00 p.m. in the Methodist Church Hall on 
Tuesday 14th April 2020 
 
379/2019  Exclusion of Public 
Resolved that the public be excluded from the meeting during consideration of the following 
item due to the confidential nature of the business 
 
380/2019 Personnel Matters 
The Chair reported that the Parish Clerk had met with the Chair and Vice Chair of the Council 
who reported that she had satisfactorily completed her appraisal and probationary period and 
recommended that she be established in the post of Parish Clerk. It was Proposed, Seconded 
and Resolved that the recommendation be accepted and approved. 
 
 
There being no other business the meeting closed at 20.45 pm.  
 
 
 
Signed …………………………………………..   Date……………………….. 
 


